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many instances, however, France sacrificed her more
expert and logical view of foreign affairs in order to
follow the lead of Great Britain. Thus it was that on
November 18th Sanctions were voted by the League
of Nations against Italy. The event occasioned great
satisfaction among uninformed and unpractical en-
thusiasts everywhere; but the only real cause for
satisfaction lay with the realists of Berlin and
Moscow.

To pass sentence of outlawry upon Italy was,
viewed from the standpoint of the future of the
world, a bad thing. To pass such sentence and then
to be unable properly to put it into effect was a worse
thing. Two fundamental mistakes were made by
Great Britain in the application of Sanctions. In the
first place it was a cardinal error to embark upon the
policy of Sanctions at all at a time when rearmament
was still in its infancy and not therefore sufficiently
advanced to justify resort to war. Secondly, there
was a general misapprehension shared by Mr. Baldwin,
who was by this time Prime Minister, as to the
relative strength of the Italian and Abyssinian
positions and the time which the Italians would
require in order to carry out the military conquest of
Abyssinia, If the campaign had been going to require
two years or more for its completion, which appeared
to be a prevalent belief in the autumn of 1935, the
application of Sanctions might well have exercised
some deterrent effect. As it was, they acted as a
stimulus to the whole Italian nation, and not only
replaced for the time being the traditional friendship
of the Italian for the British people, but encouraged
in the world at large a contempt for the machinery
of the League of Nations and for those Powers who
had put its machinery into operation without being
able to achieve results therewith.

There was in the autumn of 1935 a minority of